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done by a bishop* and the disciples must be represented bj
men who are at least in priest's orders. In Jerusalem this
function is performed with great pomp and splendor in
the court-yard of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, where
a platform is erected on which are seated the patriarch and
twelve bishops, whose feet lie washes, while the thousands
of spectators crowd the court and the roofs of the sur-
rounding buildings. Owing to the difficulty of assembling
twelve priests, the function is often omitted in Syria. In
the vilL'lges the event is symbolized by smearing the altar
with oil and anointing it with holy water.
A similar regulation, requiring the presence of a bishop
and twelve priests, obtains with the Syrians, but I am told
that on necessity two priests may represent the bishop and
that deacons may take the place of all the disciples except
Peter. In the town of llama (Ilamath) an amusing and
homely practice used to take place after this Syrian ser-
vice. The people would hoist the bishop in a chair, cry-
ing: "Bring us the feast!" On the* bishop's replying;
"The feast is far off," they would renew their laughing
cries of "We must have the feast! Give us the feast!"
Whereupon the bishop would say: "The feast is in three
days!" for not till then would they let him down.
With the Maronites the service requires the presence of
one priest only, hence it. is commonly observed in all towns
and villages. For the use of small churches the service book
gives an alternative rite. It is said that after the ceremony
is over the school-boy who is supposed to have represented
Judas is sometimes mocked and beaten by his comrades,
in a spirit of mischief. Some yours ago I witnessed the
full service in the Maronite cathedral of Beyrout. On a
platform built out into the nave below the pulpit had been
placed twelve chairs, six facing six, on which sat twelve
school-boys in surplices. The bishop in his ordinary sou-
tane mounted the platform, and there was robed in full
canonicals, with mitre and staff. He then took his seat at
one end. In the pulpit a priest and a deacon chanted the
account in the Gospel of John. When they came to the
words: "He arose from supper/' the bishop arose, was

